DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
I was looking for a way out of this topic and towards others. Therefore I asked him a general question:
"If you abolish Marx and Malthus, then what are you going to do with all the men in Europe? Can the problem be solved by colonial expansion? A couple of years ago an inquiry was held in Germany in which we, a national minority, congratulated Germany on having no colonies."
"Difficult to state what commercial value colonies have as they are administered nowadays. Before the war the German socialists always tried to prove that the Reich had to pay for them. Colonies have a certain moral effect. They stimulate the fancy. There outside lies a part of Germany. Just as stories about the Indians had the effect of inducing many boys to go to America when they grew up. Colonies imply ships and harbours, the building of machinery, industry, chemical progress, travelling and seeing the world. People learn world politics, and that is an advantage. But the disadvantage is that, to a certain extent, emigration weakens the spirit of enterprise at home and the native energy. Also because the more energetic people leave their country. And colonial adminis-
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